BY LAWS

CODE OF BY LAWS

VICTIM COMPENSATION BOARD

4TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ARTICLE I
NAME

FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT CRIME VICTIM COMPENSATION BOARD

105 East Vermijo, Suite 111, Colorado Springs, CO 80903

ARTICLE II
AUTHORITY

The Crime Victim Compensation Board (hereafter referred to as the board) derives its existence and authority from Section 24-4.1-103 C.R.S.

PURPOSE AND DUTIES

The purpose and duties of the Victim Compensation Board includes, but are not limited to, the following:

A.
Conduct an open, fair, and equitable application and award process for all victim compensation claim requests received; Accept and evaluate applications from victims of violent crimes for financial assistance;

B. To compensate eligible victims of crime (C.R.S. 24-4.1-108) who incur loses as statutorily defined in C.R.S. 24-4.1-109;

C. To allocate money from the “Crime Victim Compensation Fund” pursuant to C.R.S. 24-4.1-117;

D. Maintain sound written financial and program policies and procedures and reporting mechanisms as outlined in the Standards for the Administration of Crime Victim Compensation Programs;
E. Review financial reports provided by Judicial District Administrator;

F. Conduct an annual financial and programmatic planning reviews;

G. Develop an annual written expenditure agreement and budget for the disbursement of administrative funds with the District Attorney and the Chief Judge (or his designee);

H. Jointly develop with the District Attorney a written statement that specifies the level of administrative assistance and legal advice that is mutually acceptable to the Board and the District Attorney;
I. Review and comply with federal grant and reporting requirements; 

J. Provide the District Attorney and Judicial Administrator with a copy of the program bylaws and policies and procedures once approved by a quorum of Board members; and
K.
The Board shall have a written policy for the authorization of emergency awards.  The policy 

             shall state the number of Board members needed to authorize emergency awards, the allowability 

of authorization by phone or email and the time frame within which written authorization must be obtained which may not extend beyond the next scheduled meeting of the Board.  The 

             time frame within which the Board shall review the request after receipt of the application shall 

             not extend beyond 72 hours.

ARTICLE III
JURISDICTION
Every applicant must have been victimized in the 4th Judicial District, which includes El Paso and Teller Counties.  The Board may also consider applications from victims who live in said judicial district and were victimized in a state or country that does not have a victim compensation program for which the victim would be eligible.
ARTICLE IV

BOARD MEMBERS

A.
Appointment

The Board shall be composed of three members to be appointed by the District Attorney of the Fourth Judicial District pursuant to C.R.S. 24-4.1-103.  Each board member will serve a three year term and may be reappointed once and serve two consecutive terms, except that a person may also be reappointed thereafter, if it has been at least one year since that person served on the Board.

Employees of either the District Attorney or the state judicial department within the Fourth Judicial District shall not serve as appointed members of the Crime Victim Compensation Board.   Members may not be an attorney actively practicing law in the criminal courts of the Fourth Judicial District. Members must reside within the boundaries of the Fourth Judicial District. The District Attorney shall consider appointments to the Board that provide geographic, ethnic and victim representation that are representative of the Fourth Judicial District.

Members shall serve without compensation, but may be reimbursed from the District Attorney’s administrative fund for reasonable, necessary, and actual expenses directly related to the activities of the Crime Victim Compensation Board.

B.
Attendance

Board members are expected to attend every regular meeting.  In the event a member cannot attend, he/she should notify the Program Coordinator or designee in a timely manner.  Three unexcused absences during a twelve month period shall trigger a review of the Board member’s ability to participate in the Crime Victim Compensation Board duties and responsibilities.
ARTICLE V
CHAIRPERSON

The District Attorney of the Fourth Judicial District shall designate a chairperson.  The chairperson shall preside over meetings and shall have such powers and perform such duties as the Board may prescribe, to include: signing all pay out orders (by signature stamp), signing correspondence as needed and calling special meetings as needed. The chairperson shall enforce ethics, conflict of interest and other provisions of these bylaws.

Conflict of Interest: If the Chair has a conflict of interest on any matter taken up by the Board, the Chair shall designate another Board member to preside over the Board in that matter.

ARTICLE VI
MEETINGS
A. The Board shall hold regular meetings at a stated time and place at least once a month unless documentation exists indicating no new claims or ongoing requests for payment have been received.  Meetings are open to the public, as required under the Colorado Open Meeting Law C.R.S 24-6-401, 402.

B. Notice of meetings, date, time, and place will be posted.  The Board members will receive written notice of meeting dates and times not less than five working days in advance of the meeting.

C. The Board shall hold an annual meeting to conduct financial and programmatic reviews, and a policies and procedures review. 

D. Special meetings of the Board may be called by the Chair with notice being supplied to all Board members not less than three working days in advance of the meeting. 

E. Meetings of the Board may be held by conference call if deemed necessary by the Board. 

F. Board meetings are subject to the Open Meetings Law (Section 24-6-401 and 402, C.R.S.).  Public notices of meetings shall be provided in compliance with the Colorado Open Meetings Law.  Public notices will be posted a minimum of 24 hours prior to a scheduled meeting. The public notice shall include but not be limited to: 
1. The day, date, time and location of the meeting

2. Name of contact person

3. Information on how to request a copy of the Board’s policies and procedures and bylaws
4. Information on how to make a report alleging a violation of the Standards for the Administration of the Crime Victim Compensation Programs
G. Minutes shall be kept of all regular and special meetings of the Victim Compensation Board and distributed for review by the Board members at the next scheduled meeting.  Minutes shall include, but not be limited to:
1. Documentation of a quorum of CVC Board members in attendance;
2. Date of meeting; time and location; names of CVC Board members in attendance and review and approval/correction of previous month’s meeting minutes;

3. The language of any motion, together with a summary of any objection or amendment to the motion, and the votes taken on each motion, including the vote on compensation claims;

4. Any declaration of CVC Board or staff member’s conflict of interest prior to the motions and the votes of the CVC Board on that matter.

5. Identification and documentation of any compensation claim approved, denied or reduced for good cause or in the interest of justice as specified in C.R.S. 24-4.1-108 and 24-4.1-109 (1);

6. Documentation of waivers, including the claim identifier and the reason for the waiver;

7. The reason for a denial of an award, or a partial reduced award;

8. Identification of any claim brought before the CVC Board for reconsideration of the Board’s original decision and the reason for the final decision(s);

9. Documentation of the financial and programmatic review and planning;

10. Documentation of any review, amendments and/or revisions to the policies and procedures, including limitations on awards for certain types of services, together with the record of votes, and the effective date of change(s);
11. Documentation of any review, amendments and/or revisions to the  CVC Board Bylaws; and

12. Documentation of any other business brought before the CVC Board.

H. Because of the importance of being a member of the Victim Compensation Board it is expected that members will attend all board meetings.  It is expected that no member will miss any more than three meetings in any year.

ARTICLE VII
QUORUM

A. A majority (two-thirds) of appointed board members present at a regular meeting of the Board shall constitute a quorum.

B.
A quorum of Board members must be present for the decision making process to go forward.

ARTICLE VIII

VOTING

A.
Voting and Conflict of Interest


A quorum of Board members, defined as a minimum of two-thirds of the appointed Board, must 

             be present for the decision making process to go forward.  Board members may not give a proxy 

             vote to another member.  However, if deemed necessary by the Victim Compensation Board, a 

             meeting may be held by conference call or claims may be emailed to board for vote.  Email votes will ne tallied by Coordinator and scanned into claimants file.  A Board member shall abstain from voting on any application where he/she is directly involved as a family member, service provider or any other apparent conflict of interest.  In the event that a Board member abstains from voting because of a conflict of interest, 1) two votes shall be required for an affirmative vote; 2) a tie vote shall be deemed a negative vote.

ARTICLE IX
ETHICS AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST

A. All Board members shall make a declaration in writing and deposit same with the Chair or the Board Coordinator, or make a declaration orally during a regular or special meeting of the Board, to be included in the minutes, of any interest or appearance of interest of any kind that they might have with any person applying for victim compensation, or with any other matter which the Board will act upon in the normal course of its business.

B. A Board member shall abstain from making a motion, seconding a motion, discussing a motion or voting on any matter in which the member has an interest or appearance of interest. At the point that a conflict of interest is declared, the member shall leave the room while the matter is considered.

C. At no time shall a Board member or any staff member take action to improperly influence the decision of a Board member or staff member on any victim compensation application or other matter in which he/she has an interest.


D. If a Board member or staff member is aware of a conflict of interest or appearance of conflict of interest, he/she shall bring such conflict to the attention of the Board. The decision as to whether a conflict of interest exists shall be made by a majority vote of the board.

E. No Board member or staff member shall accept any stipend, fee, gratuity, or other consideration of any kind or nature from any person, unit, agency or organization for the purpose of influencing a vote, decision or recommendation on any matter before the Board.

F. Because the district has such a strong interest in insuring the fairness of any process where compensation funds are distributed, or other mandates carried out, it shall be the responsibility of all Board members and staff to notify the district attorney of any violation or attempted violation of the article. If substantiated, such a violation shall be considered cause for immediate removal from the Board. 

G. Should two or more Board members declare a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest in any matter before the Board, that matter shall be forwarded to a Crime Victim Compensation Board in an adjacent judicial district in the State of Colorado with whom the Fourth Judicial District has formed an agreement with for review and decision making.  Disbursement of compensation funds for decisions made in this manner remains with the Fourth Judicial District Crime Victim Compensation Board.
ARTICLE X
FUNDING
A.
SOURCE OF FUNDS


(1) The fund shall consist of all moneys collected as a cost levied on criminal actions resulting in 

                     a conviction or in a deferred judgment and sentence pursuant to C.R.S. 24-4.1-119.


(2) Additional funds may consist of federal moneys received pursuant to the Victim of Crime Act 

of 1984 (VOCA.)  The Crime Victim Compensation Board and staff designated in the federal      grant award shall comply with the federal grant requirements.
B.
FUND MANAGEMENT

All state moneys deposited into the Victim Compensation Fund, hereinafter referred to as “fund”, shall be deposited into an interest bearing account.  All interest earned by the fund shall be credited to the fund.  Federal moneys shall be kept as stipulated by VOCA.

C.
CUSTODIAN OF FUND


Pursuant to C.R.S. 24-4.1-118, the Court Administrator of each judicial district shall be the 

       
custodian of the fund.  All disbursements from the fund shall be paid upon written authorization 

        
of the board or the court.

ARTICLE XI
ADMINISTRATIVE FUNDS

A.
ADMINISTRATIVE FUNDS


Pursuant to C.R.S. 24-4.1-117 (5), all moneys deposited in the fund shall be used solely for the 

compensation of victims, except that the District Attorney may use up to 10% for administrative fees and the Court Administrator may use up to 2 ½ % for administrative fees.  The Board must approve of the disbursements on an annual basis for the District Attorney’s Office.  The Chief Judge must approve of the disbursements for the Judicial Administrator.  The Crime Victim Compensation Board, District Attorney and Chief Judge (or designee) shall develop an annual written agreement for disbursement of administrative funds, as allowed under C.R.S. 24-4.1-117.

The Board, District Attorney and Chief Judge (or designee) shall develop an annual written expenditure agreement and budget for the disbursement of administrative funds. This agreement is reviewed at the beginning of the calendar year prior to the disbursement of administrative funds and includes only those expenditures allowed by statute.  Once adopted by the Crime Victim Compensation Board, the budget and the expenditure agreement shall be considered a local encumbrance of Victim Compensation administrative funds.  The authorized budget shall be subject to the availability of funds.
The Board shall provide an annual written authorization to the Judicial District Administrator for the monthly disbursement of the 10% of administrative funds to the District Attorney. 

The Board shall authorize the Judicial District Administrator to disburse administrative funds to the District Attorney as follows:

1) Allowable expenses directly incurred by the District Attorney may be reimbursed by the direct transfer of funds to the District Attorney’s funding source.

2) Specific reimbursable costs must be identified in the written financial records of the District Attorney.

The District Attorney, with the agreement of the Judicial District Administrator, may authorize the payment of allowable expenses incurred directly to the vendor.

Unless otherwise prohibited, the District Attorney may establish a separate account held by the District Attorney’s Office to receive administrative funds for the expenditure of allowable costs, providing this separate fund is subject to all generally accepted accounting principles and is part of the audit obtained by the District Attorney’s Office.

The Chief Judge shall provide written authorization for the disbursement of 2.5% of the judicial administrative funds. The budget and expenditures for allowable administrative costs shall be governed by the Judicial Department Fiscal Policies and Procedures.  (Note: The court may transfer its administrative into its personal services and operating budget as reimbursement for Victim Compensation services in accordance with State Judicial Policy.)

The District Attorney and Judicial District Administrator shall provide the board with an annual report that documents actual administrative fund expenditures and that provide sufficient detail to determine the relatedness of the expenditure(s) to Victim Compensation program administration.
The office that receives the funds will be responsible for maintaining documentation that is accessible and verifiable as to the administrative expenditures from the fund.

Any unused portion of the District Attorney or Judicial District Administrator administrative funds may be reserved for future use or may be transferred to the victim compensation program portion of the fund, at the discretion of the District Attorney and the Judicial District Administrator, respectively.


Copies of the annual reports shall be provided to the Crime Victim Services Advisory Board on an annual date as determined by the Board.
ARTICLE XII
DATA COLLECTION & CENTRAL REPOSITORY FOR INFORMATION


The local Crime Victim Compensation Board shall submit standardized data and reports to the 
Division of Criminal Justice, as requested, and shall provide information including, but not 
limited to, payment patterns and case specific waivers, as requested.


ARTICLE XIII
DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE RESPONSIBILITIES

A.
Legal Assistance

As authorized by C.R.S. 24-4.1-104, the District Attorney and his/her legal and administrative staff shall assist the Board in the performance of its duties. The level of assistance shall not deprive the Crime Victim Compensation Board of their authority to make independent decisions nor shall it place an unreasonable burden on the District Attorney.


The duties of the District Attorney include the following:

1. Appoint members to the board.

2. Designate a chairperson.
3. Act as legal advisor to the Board by providing them with statutory interpretations and legal opinions as needed and/or requested by the Board.

4. Jointly develop with the Board a written statement that specifies the level of assistance that is mutually acceptable to the Board and the District Attorney.  The agreement shall be reviewed annually and updated as needed.
5. Develop an annual written expenditure agreement and budget for the disbursement of administrative funds with the Board.

6. Provide the Board with an annual report documenting actual administrative fund expenditures, as allowed by statute.

7. Review and comply with the federal grant and reporting requirements.

8. Provide DCJ a copy of his/her annual audit that includes federal Victim Compensation funds.

9. Participate in the annual review of financial and program policies and procedures with the Crime Victim Compensation Board, the Board Coordinator, and legal advisor as the policies and procedures pertain to the responsibilities of the District Attorney.

10. Periodically review the training needs of and provide training to administrative staff, legal staff, and Victim Compensation Board members, especially new staff or Board members, on compliance with victim compensation statutes, standards, and bylaws.

11. Provide training to Deputy District Attorneys on the victim compensation statutes and the correct assessment of surcharges.

12. Review and comply with the federal grant and reporting requirements.

B.
Board Coordinator


The program manager of the Victim/Witness Unit of the District Attorney’s Office shall have the 

       
following duties:

1. Send notices of meetings and accompanying documents to board members.


2.  
Post public notices of meetings.


3.
Prepare agendas.


4.
Schedule reconsideration hearings.


5.
Accept and log applications to the victim compensation program.

6. Review applications for completeness.


7.
Prepare cases for board review.


8.
Compile and summarize information submitted by the Judicial District Administrator for 

                          the semi-annual financial and programmatic review.


9.
Take minutes of all meetings, including records that document that a quorum of Board 


members was present and that votes were taken.  Minutes shall be distributed to the 


Board, the District Attorney, and the Chief Judge, and maintained for any further  

                          inspection.

             10.
Prepare pay out orders and other documents as needed for signature stamps, and maintain          documentation of program expenses paid on behalf of crime victims.  Documentation must be accessible and verifiable.

            11.
Shall have the authority to pay ongoing claims that were approved for all related expenses pending verification. For example, if the victim was approved for hospital 

expenses and in the next month we receive a bill for a visit to the doctor two days later, we would verify that expense as related and pay it without taking it back to the Board.


12.
Shall have the authority to approve claims submitted for emergency assistance.

13. Maintain documentation that is accessible and verifiable as to the program’s  

encumbrances and program expenses that have been approved by the Board and paid to crime victims.
14. Provide public access to board bylaws and policies and procedures, and Board meeting minutes upon request.

15.
Retain all victim compensation financial records for seven years plus the current year.  Retain all correspondence for one year plus the current year.  Minutes of all Victim Compensation Board meetings will be kept on a permanent basis.


16.
Review and comply with the federal grant and reporting requirements. 

17.
Designated administrative staff shall reconcile program expenses with the financial 



Records of the Judicial District Administrator (the custodian of the Victim 



Compensation fund) at least quarterly.


18.
Perform other duties as requested by the board.  

ARTICLE XIV
JUDICIAL DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR RESPONSIBILITES


1.
Shall be the custodian of the fund and all disbursements from the fund shall be paid by 

          

him/her upon written authorization of the board, or the court in the case of the court’s 



administrative funds.  The Judicial District shall maintain the written authorizations for 

                         all administrative and programmatic disbursements.

2. The Judicial District Administrator shall be responsible for providing the Board with an annual report documenting actual administrative fund expenditures as allowed by statute.

3. The Judicial District Administrator shall provide the Crime Victim Compensation Board 

                          with written reports regarding the status of the fund in a manner and frequency that is 


acceptable to the Judicial District Administrator and the Crime Victim Compensation Board.  
The reports shall provide the Crime Victim Compensation Board with the information that is necessary for them to make well informed financial decisions. These reports will be provided to the Board coordinator within 14 days of the end of each month.  The report shall include beginning and ending balances, amount of funds collected, and amount of funds expended.
            4.
The Judicial District Administrator shall provide the Crime Victim Compensation Board with monthly reconciled Victim Compensation bank statements to subsidiary ledgers.  Reconciled revenue and expenditure records that provide sufficient detail to expedite the District Attorney’s administrative staff’s efforts to reconcile their own records of program expenses approved by the Board with the financial records of the Judicial District Administrator’s records.


5.
The Judicial District Administrator shall maintain separate documentation of federal and 



state fund deposits, disbursements, recoveries, and interest earned.  The Judicial District 


Administrator and the Crime Victim Compensation Board shall ensure that federal funds, 

recoveries and interest, are identified and documented by grant year and disbursed for 


eligible federal Victim Compensation fund expenses.


6.
The Judicial District Administrator is responsible for development of a fund accounting 



system with an adequate method of internal controls to safeguard the funds and assets.  


The system must fully comply with any general or specific conditions and requirements 


of the federal Victim Compensation grant.

7. Issue payments on Victim Compensation claims within  ten days of receipt of  signed 



payment authorizations.  Any delegation of signing authority for the program must be in


written form, signed by the official or Board delegating this authority, and maintained by 



both the Judicial District Administrator and the District Attorney’s Office.
8. Act as the designee of the Chief Judge in developing with the Board an annual written 



expenditure agreement and budget for the distribution of administrative funds.

9. The Judicial District Administrator (or designee) shall participate in the annual financial review of the Victim Compensation program.

10. Provide the Division of Criminal Justice and Colorado State Judicial Department with financial reports.

ARTICLE XV

RECONSIDERATION PROCESS

Denials of all or part of a claim shall include a notice of the right to request a reconsideration hearing and instructions regarding the reconsideration process.  The process shall include the right to submit new or additional information and the right to appear before the Crime Victim Compensation Board.
ARTICLE XVI

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

In order to achieve the mandate of the statute and standards under which it operates, the Board shall adopt policies and procedures that shall be set forth in writing and dated and which shall be approved by the Board. Such policies and procedures will be reviewed semi-annually and will be amended as necessary. The Board Coordinator shall maintain written documentation of such changes. The Board may deviate from a policy or procedure for good cause or in the interest of justice upon a majority vote of members present at the meeting where the question arises.

ARTICLE XVII

ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER

All matters not covered by the bylaws, rules or policies approved by the Board shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order.

ARTICLE XVIII
AMENDMENT OR REVISION

These bylaws and the following policies and procedures may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the victim compensation board by a majority vote.

ARTICLE XIX
DEFINITIONS
A.
24-4.1-102.  Definitions.  As used in this part 1, unless the context otherwise requires:


(1)  “Applicant” means any victim of a compensable crime who applies to the fund for 

compensation under this part.  In the case of such victim’s death, the term includes any person who was his/her dependent at the time of the death of that victim.

(2)  “Board” means the Crime Victim Compensation Board in each judicial district.

(3) Case specific waiver: A waiver by the Board of any of the requirements set forth in sections 24-4.1-108 and 24-4.1-109 (1) of the statute when such waiver has been determined by the board to be for “good cause” or in the “interest of justice”.

(4)  “Child” means an unmarried person who is under eighteen years of age.  The term includes a posthumous child, a stepchild, or an adopted child.

(5) Collateral sources of reimbursement: Sources of funds available to the victim for expenses related to the crime, including, but not limited to, reimbursement by insurance providers, civil suits, or other sources.

(6)  “Compensable crime” means an intentional, knowing, reckless, or criminally negligent act of a person or any act in violation of section 42-4-1301 (1) or (2), C.R.S., that results in residential property damage to or bodily injury or death of another person or results in loss of or damage to eyeglasses, dentures, hearing aids, or other prosthetic or medically necessary devices and which, if committed by a person of full legal capacity, is punishable as a crime in this state.  The term also includes federal offenses committed in this state. Also includes an act in violation of section 42-4-1402, C.R.S. that results in the death or bodily injury of another person or section 42-4-1601, C.R.S., where the accident results in the death or bodily injury of another person.

(7) “Crime Victim Services Advisory Board” – The Executive Director of the Department of Public Safety appointed Advisory Board.  

(8)  “Dependent” means relatives of a deceased victim, who wholly or partially, were dependent upon the victims’ income at the time of death or would have been so dependent but for the victim’s incapacity due to the injury from which the death resulted.  Dependent also means the child or spouse of the accused or other person in an intimate relationship, as defined in section 19-6-800.3 C.R.S., with the accused, if the accused provided household support to the dependent.
(9)  “Economic Loss” means economic detriment consisting only of allowable expense, net income, replacement services loss, and if injury causes death, dependent’s economic loss.  The term does not include non-economic detriment.

(10) “Encumbrances” means an unpaid obligation that the board is legally obligated to pay because it has approved something, or has entered into a written agreement for some service, but which has not yet been paid. 

(11)  “Fund” means the Crime Victim Compensation fund as established in each judicial district.
(12)   “Household support” means the monetary support that a dependent would have received from the accused for the purpose of maintaining a home or residence.
(13)  “Injury” means impairment of a person’s physical or mental condition and includes pregnancy.

(14) “Payment patterns” means patterns  resulting from judicial district specific payment limits that have been established by the board including, but not limited to, limits for specific types of services or limits for specific types of victimization.

(15) “Property damage” means damage to windows, doors, locks or other security devices of a residential dwelling and includes damage to a leased residential dwelling.  Property damage also includes expenses related to the rekeying of “other locks” necessary to ensure a victim’s safety.
(16) “Quorum” is at least two of the three appointed Board members.
(17) “Relative” means a victim’s spouse, parent, grandparent, stepfather, stepmother, child, grandchild, brother, sister, half brother, half sister, or spouse’s parents.  The term includes said relationships that are created as a result of adoption.  In addition, “relative” includes any person who has a family-type relationship with a victim.

(18)  “Substantial Provocation” means the victim’s conduct or action, not lifestyle, must be substantially provocative and the victim’s damages or injury must be substantially attributable to him/her as a result of the provocation

“Wrongful Act” means the victim’s damages or injury must be “substantially attributable” to the victim’s “wrongful act” before compensation to the victim can be denied.
a. “Provocation” is when a reasonable person believes the victim’s action could likely incite 
             the behavior which resulted in the victim’s injuries.
b. “Wrongful Act” includes, but is not limited to, acts for which the person committing the

                          acts could be made to pay a civil judgment of or be convicted of a crime.  Wrongful
                          activity can include negligent, injurious, heedless, reckless, and/or criminal conduct.  
c. “Substantially attributable” is when a victim’s conduct is of significance in producing the
victim’s harm as to lead reasonable persons to regard it as a cause and to attach       responsibility.  When several events contribute to the victim’s harm, and the victim’s act is not predominant among these, then it is not considered to be a substantial cause.  In determining whether the victim’s damage or injury is substantially attributable to the victim, the Board may consider whether there was closeness in time and place between the victim’s act and what happened to him/her and whether it was foreseeable or likely that the victim’s act would cause what happened.  
(19) “Victim” means any of the following persons who suffer property damage, economic loss, injury, or death as a result of a compensable crime perpetrated or attempted in whole or in part in this state:


(I) Any person against whom a compensable crime is perpetrated or attempted.  Such 

person shall be referred to as a “primary victim”; 

(II) Any person who attempts to assist a primary victim is a secondary victim;

(III) Any person who is a relative of a primary victim is a secondary victim.

a. “Victim” also means a person who suffers injury or death, the proximate cause of which is   

    a compensable crime perpetrated or attempted in the person’s presence against a primary     

         victim (secondary victim).

     b. “Victim” also means a person who is a resident of this state and who is a victim of a crime 

         that occurred outside of this state, where the crime would be a compensable crime had it 

         occurred in this state and where the state or country in which the crime occurred does not 

         have a crime victim compensation program for which the person would be eligible.

     c. “Victim” also means a person who is a resident of this state who is injured or killed by an         

         act of international terrorism as defined in 18 U.S.C. sec. 2331, committed outside of the      

         United States.

(20) “Victim Safety” the ability of a crime victim to remain unharmed. When making property damage awards, the board will consider victim safety.

These Bylaws supersede previous Bylaws and shall remain in effect until amended or abolished.
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