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The District Attorney's Office has completed its review of all investigative reports 
relating to the shooting death of Richard AuBuChon, age 28, on April 9, 2000. This 
occurred at 38 N. -Garland Avenue in Colorado Springs. 

A 911 call was placed by Heather AuBuChon sho�ly before i 1 p.m. on the night of April 
9th_ When officers responded, she reported that her husband, Richard AuBuChon, had 
been "drinking and they had gotten into an argument. Heather reported that Richard had 
shoved her and hit her in the side of the head: Richard then threw her out the front door 
of the house and locked the door behind her. Heather's three children, ages 7, 5, and 1, 
were still in the home. Heather also reported that there was a gun in the house. 

As police officers arrived, they saw Richard AuBuChon inside the house. They directed 
him to come out but instead he turned off the inside lights.· The two older children were 
at a bedroom window. Officers tried to get the children out through the window. As they 
were trying to do this, Richard AuBuChon came up to the window. Officer Chris 
Kurtzhals was at the window and directed ·Richard AuBuChon to show his hands and 
come out. As Officer Kurtzhals was yelling at AuBuChon to show his hands, Kurtzhals · 
was joined by Officers Brian Strickland, Hugh Velasquez, and Duncan Moorman. · 
Officer Kurtzhals tried to reach in through the window to grab Mr. AuBuChon. Mr. 
AuBuChon pushed Officer Kurtzhals away with one hand and raised his other hand up. 
All of the officers saw that Mr. AuBuChon was holding a gun which was pointed at the · 
officers. At that point, Officers Strickland and Velasquez fired at Mr. AuBuChon. Mr. 
AuBuChon fell back away from the window and out of sight of the officers: This entire -· 
event was also witnessed by firefighters who had been called to provide medical
assistance to Heather AuBuChon. 

· · 

Because the condition of Mr. AuBuChon was unknown at the time, a tactical unit was 
called to make entry into the residence. Upon entry, the body of Richard AuBuChon was 
found laying in a hallway with a .357 Smith and Wesson revolver on the floor. 

At autopsy, the cause of death was determined to be multiple gunshot wounds to the 
chest. There were five total shots fired by the two police offi_cers and the wounds on the 
body indicate that all five shots struck Mr. AuBuChon. 

Because Richard AuBuChon raised and pointed a gun at the police officers, the officers' 
use of deadly ·force meets the requirements of self defense under C.R.S. 18-1-704 as well 
as the more specific provision for an officer's use of deadly force under C.R. S. 18-1-707. 






